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RFDS Pilot Makes a Surprise Visit to Kent Street Senior 

High School 

Year seven student, Harrison Clarke, could not believe his eyes when his normal Monday morning 

aviation class was met with the surprise visit of Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS) Pilot, Drazen 

Tolic. 

Harrison, a budding pilot, donated his birthday money to the RFDS at the Jandakot Open Day on 

October 26.  

“The Royal Flying Doctor Service is special to me as they have cared for a close friend in the past,” 

Harrison said. 

“Also, my grandfather has been flown by the RFDS three times when he was living in the country. 

He now lives in Perth where he is much closer to the hospitals. 

“I told my parents that I didn’t want birthday presents this year, instead I wanted to donate to the 

RFDS so they can continue to care for people like my grandfather.” 

RFDS Pilot, Drazen Tolic, attended Harrison’s aviation class at Kent Street Senior High School to 

personally thank Harrison for his contribution and inspire the young students to pursue their 

aviation dreams. 

“Harrison’s fundraising efforts provide a great example to his fellow classmates on the impact each 

individual can have in their community,” Drazen said. 

“His ambitions to become a pilot connected his generosity with the RFDS. It was a great 

opportunity to visit the school to acknowledge Harrison’s impact and inspire the minds of 

tomorrow.”  

The students had plenty of questions for Drazen about his career in aviation including his current 

position with the RFDS. 

“Working for the RFDS is very satisfying and rewarding. The feeling you get when you are there for 

someone in need is indescribable,” Drazen said. 

“As an RFDS pilot, I am frequently exposed to emergency situations where the impact of my work 

makes a real difference to someone else’s life.”  

The Royal Flying Doctor Service is a vital part of WA’s health service, providing lifesaving aero 

medical retrievals and a range of essential health care services. 

Fundraising efforts such as Harrison’s are greatly appreciated and help keep the Flying Doctor in the 

air. 
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Photo Caption: 

Year 7 Student, Harrison Clarke meets RFDS Pilot, Drazen Tolic.  
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Editor’s Notes 

 Bases: Jandakot, Kalgoorlie, Meekatharra, Port Hedland and Broome; 

 Fleet: 16 PC-12 turboprop aircraft and two Rio Tinto LifeFlight PC-24 jet aircraft; 

 Services: 24-hour emergency aero medical retrievals, rural and remote GP clinics and dental services, telehealth 

and medical chests;  

 Statistics: During FY18-19, the Flying Doctor reached and provided in-flight medical care to 8,682 patients 

across Western Australia. That’s approximately 24 men, women and children flown to safety each day. 

 During FY18-19, RFDS Western Operations flew nearly 8 million kilometres to reach its patients across the state. 

That’s approximately 200 times around the world!  

 Each Flying Doctor aircraft is equipped with state-of-the-art aero medical equipment to support in-flight medical 

emergencies and serve as Intensive Care Units in the sky; 

 All RFDS flight nurses are qualified midwives; and 

 Western Australia spans more than 2.5 million square kilometres and is the most remote health jurisdiction in the 

world; and  
 In 2019, the Flying Doctor of Western Australia was announced as the winner of the Dr Mal Bryce Tech Company 

of the Year at the INCITE Awards, based on the fit-out and performance of the Rio Tinto LifeFlight PC-24 jets.   
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